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New England Fishing Industry Case Study

Objective: Students will examine the state of the New England Fishing Industry and will analyze the pros and cons of industry regulation.

Procedure:
A) Examine the photos of the Boston Fish Pier.


Describe the fish pier in 1950.


Describe the fish pier in 2013.

1. What major differences do you notice?

2. What factors may have caused the fish pier to change?

B) Read the excerpt from Vanishing Species; Saving the Fish, Sacrificing the Fisherman and answer the questions below:

1. Where does this excerpt take place?

2. Who is Neptune?

3. Who used to stand where the harpist is playing?

4. What is happening where the fish auctioneer’s table used to sit?

5. What kind of food is the waitress serving guests? Simple, or fancy?

6. Before there was harp music in the Great Hall, what did Danny Bramante use to call out?

7. What was this building once called and what is it called today?

8. Who used to risk their lives to be the first to get to this building?

9. What organization operates this building today?

10.  How many fishing vessels would be tied up to the pier in the 1930s?

11. What does Charlie Butmann say would happen if he did not get to the fish pier before 2 in the afternoon?

12.  How many fishing vessels tie up to the pier today?

13.  How many days are these fishing vessels not permitted to be at sea?

C) Analysis

1. What is the author’s tone in this passage?

2. Where do you think all the fishing vessels have gone?

3. Why do you think there are so few fishing vessels today?

4. As you consider what career to choose after high school, have you thought about the longevity of certain fields?

5. Are there any career fields that you believe are shrinking today?

