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17.4 Squid Activity

Objective: Students will observe and sketch a squid.  Students will compare the body of the squid to the bodies of other nekton that we have observed.

Procedure:

1. Observe the squid.  Below sketch what you observe.

2. Answer the following questions about the squid that you have observed.

a.  About how large is the squid in centimeters?

b.  In relation to its body, how big are the eyes of the squid?

c.  In relation to its body, how long are the tentacles of the squid?

d.  What is the front of the squid, the tentacles side, or the fins side?

e.  Does the squid appear to have a skeleton?

f.  Compare the shape of the squid’s body to the shape of the bodies of other nekton that we have observed (pinnepeds, reptiles, etc.)

g.  What do you notice about the tentacles of the squid?  What are present on them?

h.  From your observation above, infer what the squid uses its tentacles for.

i.  From our notes, we know that squids are neutrally buoyant in water.  Observe the flat bodies of the squid.  How do you believe the squid achieves neutral buoyancy?

j.  How is the squid a well designed organism for its environment?

