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Marine Birds Activity

Objective:  Students will be able to compare and contrast homologous and analogous structures in marine birds.

Procedure:  

Watch the video clip of the pelicans diving for fish.

1. How do the pelicans hunt for and eat fish?

2. How does the large pouch under the pelican’s mouth help it catch fish?

3. What sense do the pelicans rely on when they choose a fish to eat?

Watch the video clip of the albatrosses diving for fish.

4. How is the manner of hunting fish used by the albatross similar to that of he pelican?  How is it different?

5. How are the bills of the albatrosses similar to the bills of the pelicans?  How are they different?

6. Does it appear that either of these birds is chewing or tasting their food?

Watch the video clip on plastics found at the beach.

7. Where does this plastic come from?

8. How big are the plastic objects?

9. How do you think that the birds were able to swallow these objects?

10. What is it about the manner in which these birds select their food that puts them at risk of swallowing plastic objects?

11. Does this video make you think twice about how you throw out plastic object?  Explain.

